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LIGHTNING

We first played the Main Act in Lynn last March on
a Thursday night before an impressive, but not overly ostentatious
crowd of about 350., For the remainder of last year, we performed
there every 5-6 weeks, invariably before a wild and demonstrative
capacity crowd. (We have the receipts to prove it, except for
one nfght, when the sleazfest of & series of club managers screwed
us out of a small percentage. Whdt a sleaze he was.) It was
the sort of club where we'd go in and do an extremely frustrating
2% hour sound check, finally Teaving the stage with several
buzzes and two different radio stations still coming through the
guitar amps, and without even having tried to eq the monitors.
Then six hours later (we once started our set at 12:55 am], we
»«Wu‘ﬂ%i rip through a set so saﬁsﬁing that you couldn’t sleep at
all Tater, B





[image: image2.png]Until-the very Tast performance, we were treated
with a great deal of contempt by everyome in.the club, as were all
bands, and, it can be now revealed, it was at the Main Act that
we were given highly-toxic poison turkey on our platter. It
was definftely the only place we've played so far whére m‘mrtypes
could be heard walking past our dressing room in the “motel"
KMspeHngﬂ "Is that a cop or a rent-a-cop? I['m getting out of
ere, man, 1

$0 1t was with a mixture of sadness and amusement
that we received the news of first, the club's sale to & disco-
monger, and second, of the laughably suspicious fire which opened
2 hole in the roof, and,which will probably ruin all of the swell
plans for a disco, for'c%hg the.heartbroken and disappointéd
parties involved fo search through their insurance files to see if
they were, in fact, covered. -Here's hoping they were, and here's
hoping a new Main Act will rise like the mythical Real Paper fram
ts ashes to frustrate and exhilarate us again.

In the meantime, in an attempt to capture the North
Shore 1ive-entertainment dollar, some clubs are seeking to change
their formats to something more Tike the Main Act's Tucrative
schedule.of original bands, One such club is L'41 Earls, a
-Bloucaster hangout hoping to become a North Shore showcase venue.
A Tot of bands would not allow themselves to be put into the
vulnerable position of being the initial performers under an oid
club's new format, because of the dangers of being associated with
bands with names 1ike "Lard”, and "Death”. The prudent plan would
be to wait a few months and see how things work out.

We'11 be playing at L'i1 Earl's this weekend, January
16-17. Mey, sound and Jights are going to be great. We'll probably
even have a new tune or two ready to perform. It just might turn
aut to be a great new place to play. In any case, in keeping with
our policy of total candor, we'l) tel] you how it went next month.
_For any of you anxious to participate in this experiment (by
attending), don't forget that proper dress is reguired! (Mo jeans,
except on stage.) i -

We will also be making our debut appearance at a well-
established club in Boston, The Chamnel, on January 31, which





[image: image3.png]we are vaalI* excited about. HWe hope that playing in these new
clubs W alliow our Main Act faithful enough cpportunities to see
us at their Teisure. ! . :

]

Speaking of debut:perfortiances, we spent a wonderful
pre-Christmas evening at the Sanctuary, in Worcester, where we were
greeted by many friends we met whije playing at four Worcester-
area campuses last fall. We will be returning there in February.

¢
Another noteworthy Janhary appearance will be on the
23rd, at Assumption College, the flivst of many collegiate perform-
ances as collegians lurch back from holiday vacations to hit the
books -and enjoy musical diversfonsl But that’s:another newsjetter.

Included in this mnth;‘s issue is an acrostic created
by Eric Kaufman, our keyboard player. We had considered offering
a prize for the first correct antr‘y submitted to’us, but what with
uncertainties with the Postal Servica, and the fact that previous
such contest winners always seemedl to be related to one band

* member or ancther, or even may have been an actual band member
using a nom des Jjeux, hoping to collect the two doilars (or what-
EVEI"? surreptitiously., If you do #i11 it out successfully, please
send us your:name -and we will print it in next month's PLNL. - (No
band members, please.)

Also, if you are veadi')lg this over someone's shoulder
on a bus, and you would 1ike The Modern Private Lightning maiied
directly to your home, send your address to Private Lightning,
Box 157, Prides Crossing, MA. 01955, Do not include any dried
fruit or Hubert Humphrey jokes, !
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