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LIGHTNING

{several manths ago, we were approached by Dr, Randy Stanhope
with a proposal to interview the band. Dr. Stanhope first came to
public attention in 1577 when he graduated from Harvard at the age
of 12. Six months Tater, during ceremonies at which his double
Ph.D. was hestowed, Adlai Stevenson IIT and Johm Kenneth Galbraith
both referred to Randy as "the greatest mind the Western Hemisphere
has ever produced". In the ensuing four years, Dr. Stanhope has
been involved in literally hundreds of projects, ranging from
arqanizing the VYoyager projects for NASA to writing over 300 books
on topfes as diverse as "Cooking with Bark” and *Medieval Love
Poems". For the last thres years he has been the editor end prin-
ciple creatfve force behind The Cambridge MNewsletter Quarterly,
from which position he has expoinded his theories of newsletter
verite. We recently Tearned that Dr. Stanhope has be
—devotee of both Private Lightatng and this newsleteer——

| V |





[image: image2.png](e had orfgfnally hoped for the following interview to take place
in September, but Dr. Stanhope was once again called away to Sweden,
then to Algerfa, We finally got together in early February in-Dr.
Stanhope’s Cambridge apartment. This fnterview originaltly appeared fn
The Cambridge. Newsletter Quarterly, Spring, 1981, Used by -permission.)

Dr. Stanhope: [ guess I should state right at the outset that [
won't pretend to be an objective observer in this interview because I'm ,_
very much 8 fan of the band. I think the music is-unique and very !

erotionally affecting, and that watching: you perform can be a thrilling
2nd refreshing experience,

Private Lightning: Thank you. Ue have a great deal of admiration
for your work, %o. .

DE= Stanbope: In last month's newsletter, you promised to let us
know Tow the engagement at L'{} Earls went. . I attended with Alistair
Cooke both nfghts, and while we thought you played great both nights, the
second night you seemed to be trily inspired. 1Is that how it felt to you?

Private Lightning: Yes. The first.night we were still getting
used 5 the club. Afthough 1£ was nearly a sellout, many of the people
vere just-club regulars who didn‘t necessarily come to see a band. The
second night wasn’t that much different, but we-Just found ft easy to tet
g0 and. play.

Or, Stanhope: Leonard Bernstein asked me to ask you if you thought
that cTul replace the Main Act as a place ‘for North Shore residents
to catch the band.

Private Lightning: While 1t's a.nice club, L'4! Earls is not as
pleasant a place to see 1ive music because it's basically a nightclub/
bar rather than a concert club. The shape of the room keeps reminding
you where you are. But we were quite pleased with the sound, and the
Ennagem&nt really seems fntent on making 1t a coricert club, so you never
now

Dr, Stanhope: I was fortunate enough to watch two performances tast
weekend, one at Kr. C's in Lowell, and the other at the Channel in Boston.

. Private Lightning: How do you get into these places when you're
orly .

Dr, Stanhope: Well, all Nobel laureates get these Tittle cards
which get them 5ntn participating nightclubs regardless of age. Plus, I
get free drinks. On Friday, I got a ride up to Lowell with Yehudi
Nenuhin, who, to tell you the truth, had never seen the band. ~He was
blown away! Yehudi really thought Patty was great on violin, and we
couldn't belfeve the size of the crowd!

B Private L1ghtning: That was a sellout, and they turhed away more .
than Z00 people at the door. The club did a special promotion with WAAF,
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turaout. Did you get decent seats.at The Channel?

Dr. Stanhope: MNe,'! got called laway from DNA research at MIT
with George m15 {who -really 1ikas "Suphoria®, by the way} to help
fix a radiocactive leak at the l’\ymoutt Power Plant, By the time
our heticopter landed in Boston, tha lclub was packed and we had to
stand in the: back. !

Private Lightning: We had fun t}m night, but we kept getting
the sneaking suspicion that the PA was not really adequate gqiven the
size of the crowd. [v

Dr. Stanhope: Mell, it could have been louder, I suppose, but
the audfence seemed to 1ike ft. We aould hear okay. Seiji Ozawa
told me that WBCN was promoting the show, and that he'd heard a lot
of spots. It was so nice to seeTracy Roach as MC. What is she
doing now that she's anly part-time at WBCH?

. Private Lightning: Ofda‘t you hear? She’s going to Suffolk
University Law School. E
Dr. Stanhope: Oh, that's great.| Harren Burger keeps bugging

me_for am amicus curiae appearance, so-maybe ['11 get a chance to
talk to him about a job for Tracy when she gats out. Oh, that
reminds me. Burger wanted to know whether vou play in Providence.

Private Lightning: Yes, we just played a refatively new clib
called The Centerstage, which has a big beaut{ful stage and.great
Tights that make you feel Tike Bruce Springsteen. The crowd was
not real big that nfght, but then Providence is an area where we
have never really established ourselves, MWe got a really nice
response, though. |

Or. Stanhope: I've always feit that Private L1ghentn? was a
band that you had to see two or three times before you really figured
out what was going on. One night at ithe .Sorbonne Susan Sontag
pofnted that out, after Tistening to some tapes for a week or so.
Are you working on any new songs? .

Private Lightning: Yes, we're fn the process of Tearning four
new songs. They are takfng their sweet time getting finished,
but that's partly because they all rapresent something of a departure
for us. Some of them involve trickyitime signatures or rhythms
that we haven‘t done before. But thit sort of stuff gives us a
sense of growing or of evolution.

Dr. Stanhope: Great! Incidentally, Warren Christogher and 1
got 2 rea ck out of the acrostic fn last month's newsletter

_while we were working in Algiers. Did you get much response?

Private Lightning: Yes, we did. We got correct solutions T
from the following people: Lord Ann fevita, Eddie Aznavorian,
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Ruth 8lair, Debby Ford, Cheryl Ferragame, Cheryl Imbrescia, Linda
€arlson, Rob Falk, Alan Kaufman, Carsl Falcla, and Chuck Carey. HWe
alse got correct entftes from the following people whose names lead
us to beTfeve they are actually members of the band ‘tryirg to win
anonymously: Barry Senchels, 1da Gree, Warren Peece, Nozh Crosticks,
and Fay Camonikre.
We'll have another thrilling word game this month, a crossword

puzzle created by Eric Kaufman. Anyone who completes it and sends
-1t tn will see his or her name in next month's PLNL.

Dr. Stanhope: I'd really like to see you fn February. 0o you
know where you i! be playing?

Private Lightning: Well, as you know, some things are added
and subtracted st the last minute, but this 1s how 1t locks at the
moment .

February 6:  Donovan's, Lakeview, MA

February 7: Club Rendezvous, Methuen, MA

February 14: Uncle Sam‘s, Nantasket Beach

February 20: Sanctuary, Worcester, MA

February 21: Sanctuary, Worcester, MA

February 27: (tentative} Endfcott College, Beverly, MA

February 28: Dean Jr. College, Franklin, MA

March 6: Mr, C's, Lowell, MA
March 7: U Mass, Amherst, HA
Merch 14: Headliner's North, Mashua, NH

March 20: Paradise, Boston, MA

Dr. Stanhope: 1 certainly intend to try and make as many of
thase shows as E can. I know you guys are very busy and I really
appreciate you taking same time out to gfve me this fnterview.

Private Lightning: It was our pleasure, Randy. Your support
means a Yot to us. And good luck with those interferon experiments.

Dr. Stamhope: Thanks.
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If you wish to receive your own personal Private Lightning
Newsletter, please write to PO Box 157, Prides Crossing, MA D1965.
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