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LIGHTNIN

You're probably wondering why you haven't recaived one
of these newsletters for a year and a half. The expTanatfon Jfes
in a thorough exploration of varidus stress in modern Amerfcan
Yife, such as: the fragmentation| of relationships which results
from geographical and ecenomic mopility; the unconscious psycholog-
Vcal urge to Tet go of famiiiar tpuchstones (such as mailing 1ists}
in_an effort to compensate for achievements and vewards accomp)ished
but which are subliminally perceived as at least partially unearned;
an exciting Celtics season; the economic downturn, especially
damaging in the Northeast; and the death of Jimmy Durante.

il
Plus, we didn't writd any. So you can quit aiving
{cy stares to your maiiman and withholding his Christmas tip. We
are making 2 resolve to publish these things on a regular basis
throughout the months ahead, a commitment we shoulder with the same
good faith and sincerity with which we made a similar one a year

and a half ago. 3
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[image: image2.png]1n honor of this new beginning, we are Inaugurating a new
“book-style" format ‘for the Private Lightning newsletter, We hope
you haven't found 1t too-confustng. If these words.are going up and
doun . instead of rightsto-left, you're holding it wrony.  Our layout
consultants tell us that this new:*baok-style" format (by the way, the
name fs copyrighted) communicates;a more 1iterary fee), In months
2head, we hope to experiment with-more {nnovative layouts, such as the
paper airplane format, and the crushed-wad format. Match for a
spherical- envelope.

B s

Right now, some of yol are probably-saying, “Thfs new
publishing of the Private Lightning newsletter is symbalic.-of a basic
desire to tap the sources of inspiration which sustained them in the
years-prior-to their emergence on; the "national scene”." In a sense,
you're right. L

1t was fnevitable that we would have to be open to
new ideas and direction if we werg to make the shift from tape to
vinyl successfully. - Some of the criteriz with which we made
decisions no longer seemed to apply, and it was important to leave
cartain decisions entirely in other people's hands. So it became
di fficult to answer the previously unbefuddling query, “How are things
z0ing?" Our truthfu) answer for the whole year might have been,
"Wa don't know". There were, however, certain recurring epiphonal
moments when it was obvious to everyone that we weren't having all that
much fun, which situation, as you know jf you are a true tLightninger,
Tuns counter to everything we believe in. (Dur massive conceptual
work, a twelve-volume philosophical treatise, The Imaortance of Fun,
s about one-fifth finished as of September 1. s getting to be
a real pain in the neck.) i

THis sTight oss of bearfngs among sensitfve young
artistes durfng the transition from semi-private to semi-public
status 15 a common occurance, ff we are to believe the overwhelming
evidence demonstrated in magazine interviews, first-hand conver-
satfons, and trashy paperback novels with pictures of hot-panted,
tank topped girls on the cover, gazing Tongingly at a Framptonotd.
It doesn't seem to be directly related to the level of commercial
success of the artistic venture, which in our case, although much





[image: image3.png]less spectacular than we had hoped jor expected, was not unimpressive
for a debut effort. We got radio dirplay all over the country and
were regional breakout artists in feveral markets and made the
top-ten sales 1ists in three or foyr citfes in addftion to Goston.
Our cause was not hel TM by major aarsume'l changes at the record
company at two crucial points, the {mrst coming about two weeks
after our record was out, at which time some of our more fanatical
enthusiasts at the company wére regssigned. ({This sort of whining
is common among non-platinum bands| but Tn our case, it's all- true!
And morel} Some quality-control problems ensued, and promotions
were siightly {1l-timed, with the fesult that what everyome had pre-
dicted ane month earlier as a huge "monster”, instead became an
"§mpressive debut“. We won't know|sales figures for a few months,
but your copy of the record will plobably be valuable when we make it
big. As for a brief (abridged) opinion of the artistic success of the
record, suffice it to say that there 1s much about the album we 1ike.
However, some of the visceral impaqt and lyrical nuance in the songs
seem to be glossed over, with the result that the songs are less
emotionally affecting on vinyl tha when performed Tive.

There are two ramifications of these developments.
First, there will be a-Jenger thanfene-year interval between the
releases of our first and second ygcords. Second, thousands and
thousands more people have heard agr mesic and (from what we can
gather) 1ike 1t. : !

This second rumiﬂca'ﬂc{n has allowed us to return to
performing (after a year off--a big mistake) with a vengence.
Although the record company chose rot to support our record with
extensive touring, we have played dn our own before more people
in the Tast few months than we had{in the previous five years.
We also have the means to put on shows which are more technfcally
satisfying (in terms of Tights and:sound} than was heretofor

we might have needed after a year §truggling with corporate America
and fts demands, and the lean and hunary look has returned to
our eyes {to the delight of Szechujn restaurateurs).

§
We are having good sucess with the new material
written since the album came out. ]mu songs can be characterized

| .





[image: image4.png]as befng more concise, more danceable, and more rosted in the ]
rhythm section. H

In other more gossipy news, which fs of little
stgntficance but would sel) newsletters (1f they were for sale),
members of the band are now driving the following cars: three
1968 Ford Mustangs (vocals, bass, guitar), the best car America
ever made, al) things considered; one 19R0 Toyota (drums}, which
gets about double the mileage.of all the others; and the newest
acquisttion (keyboards), a 1973 LeSabre by Buick. After all,
Tife is to enjoy. i

The following is our.itinerary for September and some
of October. glle may be at the Paradise in October, but we'll
Tet you know.

September 12 Boston-College

September 13  Uncle Sam’'s, Hull, MA

September 18 ~Tufts Unfversity

September 19  Main Act, Lynn, MA

September 20  Sryant College, Smithfield, RI

September 26  Lunasea, Taunton, NA

& September T84 Sn:ltuaeeE A 54 /305 Ane

October 1 Headliners North, Mashua, NH
October 9 SMU, North Dartmouth, MA

October 17 HIT, Cambridge, MA

QOctober 23 North Adams State, North Adams, MA
October TBA Sanctuary, Shirley, MA

Dctober TBA Paradise, Boston, MA

Free bumperstickers and relatively cheap t-shirts
in different colors and styles are available at all of these
performances. :

Fan of the Month wi Pogers for September are the two
young men reported to Peabody Po)tce by a diligent citizen who
observed them breaking into a car while wearing Private Lightning
t-shirts (a big mistake).
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