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LIGHTNING

We have spent several days this month at Nermandy Studies in
Warren, Rhode Island, making demo tapes of three new songs. We
found the studio to be relatively comfortable, with rates that allow
us to be somewhat experimental. We've developed a good rapport
with our engineer, and {of crucial importance) we've located a
restaurant nearby that serves good preakfasts all day.

Of the three songs, "Give Me the Night™ has proved easiest to
record to our satisfaction. This tune, which Adam and Patty sing,
has many of the elements of a hit, according to our in-house ex-
perts and numerous 1ive music lovers who give us their opinfons,

requested or not. The basic tracks:on this tape ara probably the
best we've ever done; they are right fn the groove, but they have

Tots of the infectiousness and fun of a 1ive performance.





[image: image2.png]‘T Want To Take You Away" is the most ambitious sang we've
ever recorded, and we're working hard to disguise that fact, It's
in an odd time signature and 'the drums go in and out with the band
(turn around) every other bar, But ft has a rea? smooth swaying
sound on tape, and the overall effect is.somehow both lush and hard,
which is appropriate for the song.

We finfshed learning "Martha's Song" right before we started
recording it and the tape reflects the excitement of -absolutely
fresh materfal. It's a straight-ahead rocker. The song was origin-
ally called "Dance Until We Can't", but that struck some of us as
sounding too much 1{ke a riff-laden, bar-band nodder, or worse, a
Barry White minf-epic. A keyboard player or two has raised the
objection that the name "Martha's Song" may be just as misleading
because it may cause people to think it's the type of song sung
by Anne Murray, Barry Manilow, or one of any number of artists
pictured on the cover of their records halding their baby daughters.
But since the tune 1s such a burning smoker {as the critics would
sayg. we might as well let some of its romance show through in the
title.

What are we going to do with this tape once 1t's finished?
e don't know. We're gaing to decide at a band meeting next week.

Me are entering one of the two busfest times of the year for
us (the other is October and November}. Here's the itinerary.
April 2:° Mr. C's, Lowell, MA
Apri} 10: Endicott CoTlege, Beverly, MA
April 11 Northeast Music Hall, Portland, ME
April 17: L'11 Earl's, Gloucester, M
April 20: Compass Club, Hyannis, MA (Tentative)
April 24: East Bridgewater Music Hall, Ovthusaymnaym
April 25: Unfversity of New Hampshire, Durham, NH
April 26: Centerstage, Providence, RI
April 30: Jacqueline's, Danvers, MA
May 2: The Chanmnel, Boston, MA
May W??? Benefit, Portland, WE
May 4: Compass Club, Hyannis, MA (i the
20th doesn't happen)
May The Hanger. Amherst. MA

May Vorcester State College, Ovthusaymna, MA
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May 15: Headlinen's North, Nashua, RH

May 19: Greenfield, Community College,
Ovthusaymnaym, MA

May 22-3: Frolics, Salisbury Beach, MA
(tentative)

e recaived many correct answers to Tast month's crossword
puzzle, to the extent that we asked Erfc to make this month's tickler
somewhat more dffficult. Those who submitted correct solutions
and whose handwriting we could read ;rs: Steve Schug, Ed Aznavorian,
Jr., Geoff and Dick Cairns, Tom Morris, Fascinating Fassler, B{11
Engel, Chuck Carey, Chuck and Margo Dexter, Julia Figuaras, Martha
MacLetsh, Mark Sheinfeld, Anne Manoney, Bob Brin and Peggy Berard,
Frank.and Debbfe Witkins, Becki Gallant, Mike Orlando, Oedipus,
Debbfe Ford, Ttimm and tha PSR's fram Outer Space, Suzanne Holmes,
Carol Faiola, and Lisa Larsen.

Hames submitted by band members for a cheap laugh include:

Leo Tard, Mike Graphone (he's at all our gigs), Stan Dingroomontt
(he's at most of them}, Barb Dwyer,|Sol Tinpepper, Len DaNere and
Lissa Nupp,(TV news team), Dan Swithmy (who always has trouble
introducing himself to gfrls at nightclubs), Woody Dewitt and
Betty Wood, Sheila Commodate (a Toose woman), Anfta Mann.{another
one), Abe Asterd {record company exec}, and Diane Dameecha.

This month's puzzle will give # slight ad- /,(.Mﬁ_c_%v
vantage to those of you who come tonee us, e TIPS I ,,m

since 1t involves unscrambling the song titles 5

on & Private Lightning set 1ist. ! ﬁ“‘%}é”&ﬁﬁ?— "
Finally, every April, the PL Newsletter g ﬁ:;f%‘;‘?’:mfgm

must submit an application for license re- ",,“";ﬂ;:",wdp. o

newal to the Federal Newsletter Regiylatory prwmﬁ Butapenpt

Commission, 11sting some of the needs of our 26n be of incskufable vole

comunity to which our newsletter speaks. e %‘“ ,{,.,;':,',"

received a letter informing us that the commission /<" e
is_contesting the license gn the grounds thats o ﬂﬁmﬁ:ﬁ:;‘;ﬁéﬂ
all we ever talk about is gigs-anidmusic-and g coutrPoe uhipp e hid b=
stuff. So this month we've included a basketbal? Shud qeun e

tip. We called it tip #27 so they'1}l think we y
always print them. If they call you up 2bout
1t, go along, okay?
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