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Many of you probably thought that when Private Lightning signed its big
contract with AsM Records, you would be rid of these rambling, hyperbole-
filled newsletters. No such luck! Once a loyal fan, always a loyal fan, like
it or not. Besides, we know how much everyone likes to get mail, no matter
how trashy. So despite the fact that our production of these things has been
slow lately, we are committed to mailing them out monthly in the future. (Lest

there be any misunderstanding, by "mohthly”, we mean only that each newsletter

will be pubnshedrwi.thin one of the 12 calendar months. NO nevslet‘t-ér w;iz be
mailed on a day which is not part of a month.)

The signing with A&M was the exhiliarating conclusion to a long, grueling
process which began in earnest in December. For our management and lawyers,
this meant tense, dramatic negotiations on both coasts. For Private Lightning,
it meant waiting around. We knew that an agreement had been reached with A&M
about six weeks before we announced that fact in the stunningly tacky press
release (with gold seal) you Lightning Bugs received at the end of March. We
didn't actually physically literally sign the contract until after our March
31 performance at the Paradise, amid flowers and bottles of champagne supplied

by Fred Heller and by the Paradise staff. Because this was the first huge

record contract with a major label any of us had ever signed, we felt it was
okay to be deliriously happy.

Some of you may be curious about the immediate impact of this momentous
event on the members of Private Lightning, who are, after all, merely human.
Although it would be impossible to discuss our contract without using words
like "big money", “"megabucks", and "If you laid dollar bills end-to-end from
New York City to Phoenix, Arizona,...", the immediate distribution to band
members is designed to preclude the possibility of our getting either lazy or
BMW's. We each received a relatively modest lump sum "to make us feel good

about the contract" (as if that were necessary), and -were put on a higher
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Beyond such mercenary considerations, we are thrilled to sign with a
company like AsM (where we will be one of their major projects for the year)
because, as everyone knows, they are the best label.

The first decision in recording an album is the selection of a producer.
For the past two months, we have been meeting and playing for a series of
hopefuls. Fortunately, the people at AsM have as high (or higher) expectations
in this regard as we do, so we are not under that kind of pressure. When a
producer is chosen, wé will know when and where the recording will take place, -
and when the fabulous debut disc will be released.

Our involvement in this process has limited our public performances to
about one in every two months, Although this is regrettable, it does insure
that we have loads of fun when we finally get to play. Our next such rare
appearance will be at the Paradise on this Sunday, May 27, at 8:30. We plan to
do a longer set than usual (although you needn't bring sleeping bags) including
all your favorites and two new songs which are killers, if we do say so our=
selves. (For those of you unfamiliar with music business jargon, "killer"
refers to & high-quality song which creates a pleasureable excitement in the
viscera. There is little need to stay away for fear of being literally '
%killed®, because the chances of that happening ave less than one-in-tem.) -

We hope you can come to see us. If you wish to correspond with Private
Lightning, or if you have moved or died, or if you are sick of this revolting
junk mail and want to put an end to it without delay, you can still write us at
Box 157, Prides Crossing, MA 01965. (To those of you who wrote offering free
pizza and the services of a private plane and pilot: we'll be in touch.) See

you at the Paradise.
Private Lightning

cc: Herb Alpert
Phoenix, Arizona Chamber of Commerce
(for possible consideration in exchange for promotional announcement)
BMW of America, Inc,
(for possible consideration in exchange for promotional announcement)




