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In 1979 Boston’s Private Lightning was on top of the world.
A few hard-working years on the seminal Boston music
scene had generated enough fan adulation and music biz
recognition to result in a highly-prized major label signing.
This occurred on the cusp of the city’s Golden Age of local
rock — when so many of the nation’s ears were focused on what this city’s musicians
were doing. Private Lightning was the first of many when they scored their deal with A
& M Records, not only for the signing, but also, unfortunately, for the speed at which
the whole affair unraveled. Private Lightning banged out the album, choosing proven
fan favorites from its live show like “Song of the Kite,” “Physical Speed,” “Bright City”
and “When Your Laughing.” The first song had already been a local radio hit as a
demo tape, so the stage was set for a national breakout. But, it was not to be. The
members of Private Lightning were horrified to hear their studio tunes mastered so
poorly that the album was barely listenable. Protests went unheeded since the records
had already been pressed and sent out to radio and retail. A&M’s promotional blitz
blew up on the launch pad and Boston’s big hope was spit out the other end in a matter
of months. A second album was planned, but never realized as the coveted chance at
the big time was snatched away with the label deal evaporating. For years, you could
not find this album unless you burned it from an original vinyl record. But now, 30
years later, it's available courtesy of Renaissance Records with an improved remix and
mastering that restores a measure of the original care that went into recording the
tracks. So you can enjoy Patty Van Ness'’s sinuous violin and Adam Sherman’s
earnest vocals again. Private Lightning also adds a dozen unreleased tracks on this
CD as well, so it'll keep you quite busy on a rainy day or a long commute. “Private
Lightning” is available at amazon.com, Itunes and locally at Newbury Comix!





