So, I finally got tired of shifting 90 degrees whenever I had to record a piano part, and I am too cheap to pay a couple of grand for the desk I like, so I’m going to try and make one.
Here’s one that looks good to me.  The top slides down over the keyboard….perfect.  Doesn’t look too far beyond my capabilities, so I’ll give it a try.  I don’t have all the tools to do the tongue in groove stuff, but I can probably make something that will work.
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When I started this project, I started with the legs, but the stain I used did not look good.  As I progressed, I decided to use red oak for the desk, so I canned the first set of legs, which I used clear pine for.  The oak came out much better.  You live and learn.  I also decided on a different base design to support the table, so without further ado, here are some pictures of how I did the legs and support.

The support was made with 4 inch pieces of oak.  Since the bottom surface of the desk has to be lower to the ground, I shaped the front section so I wouldn’t be hitting my knees all the time!
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Here is the complete kit of all wood pieces necessary for the base and legs.


[image: image3]
I glued 4 pieces together to make each leg.  Then cut a small 45 degree to shape the legs a little.

I also cut a place for the back support to fit into the two back legs.
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Each leg will be supported by an angled piece of wood.  The front pieces need to be cut down to match the smaller piece on the support across the front.
[image: image6.jpg]



Here’s the start of the staining:
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Here’s a picture of a leg brace being glued in.  It is screwed as well.
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Hmmm, first time I ever pulled a glue and screw!

Here’s a completed corner.
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And the front….
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Here’s a pic of the finished support.
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The surface that the piano will sit on will be poplar.  I read after I bought the poplar that it sometimes is hard to stain, but we’ll give it a shot anyway.  Most of that surface will be covered by the keyboard anyway.  

I bought 4 ten foot x 6 inch sections of poplar for the keyboard table.  The piece is going to be about 5 foot by 30 inches and is ¾ inch thick.

I bought a Kreg jig, which works great – it’s the blue thing here. 

I am not even going to glue the table top. 
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The jig cuts holes like this in the bottom of the board.
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Getting ready to join two boards.

Here’s the bottom of the table with one piece to go.
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This should keep sanding at a minimum!  I routed the front edge to round it off.
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I’ve sanded the top smooth and I’m ready to apply a pre-stain.  I need to settle on a color, and I am sick of golden oak, so I am going to go with maybe a red cedar.  I’ll update this as I get more done.
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The sanding and staining of the lower desk structure is done.  

So onward.  I purchased enough wood to do the next phase.  The back part will rise 12 ¼  inches above the keyboard bench.  I purchased  5 foot by 4 inch pieces.  I’ll glue together 4 pieces and cut the groove so that an inch and ¾ is below the table including the groove.
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Here is the groove, which I used a router to create.  The back piece is 58 ¾ inch long, leaving enough room for the side boards to fit snugly over the piano bench.  I’m going to glue together two pieces at a time, then glue those two piece sections together.  Here are some shots.
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I like to spread out the glue bead with my finger so that more of the surface is covered…besides the glue that ends up on my finger is delicious.
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I wipe the wood down with a damp cloth to remove as much glue as possible.  Then I look down the board and see if there is any residue as shown above.
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I wipe down the board a little better so that there is no residue.  Remember, the more you get off now, the less you will have to sand later…and I hate sanding.

Here’s the back portion after first sanding:
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…and here is the first rough cut of a side.  Only got the first half done because I broke the only blade I have for my band saw.  I haven’t glued the whole thing together yet, only two halves.
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These three pieces when complete will fit around the bottom shelf where the keyboard will sit.

So I am back, after a couple of graduations and a couple of field trips.  My son just finished up at Notre Dame, and my niece became a doctor, graduating from Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine.  Trips to both Indiana and Philly/Jersey ensued.
Here are photos of the back piece and sides, the very top shelf, and one of the corners of the top shelf showing the routing.
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Here’s a rough cut sample of how the top will look (this was prior to staining the top and sides, but shows the piece of poplar that I stripped the red off of and stained golden oak).
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Here is the sliding shelf, just a quick fit.  It is not stained or sanded yet.  It also has the old legs, which will be replaced.  This shelf will be cut down a couple of inches and the brackets will be recessed a little more in the final version.  Onto the sanding!
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And here are some shots of back of the desk and the finished middle shelf.
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Now, here is everything just prior to putting the desk in service – Rudy has found something to chew:
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And after moving it upstairs and getting everything set up….
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It’s been about a week, and the desk is still in one piece.  Actually, I have not glued and nailed the top shelf, but I will have to do that once I get the dual monitor support hardware which will attache to the front of that shelf.

You can see the Audibox USB sitting next to the piano.  This is a great little device that allows me to record tracks while listening to others – highly recommended.
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